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The Senate Select Committee on 
Intelligence and the Bush adminis- 
tration have agreed to eliminate 
"unclear and ambiguous language" 
regarding the 13-year-old ban on 
U.S. involvement in assassination of 
foreign leaders, but still have yet to 
reach a new common understanding 
on the ban's exact meaning. 

Committee Chairman Sen. David 
L. Boren (D-Okla.) said in a state- 
ment yesterday that the “unclear 
and ambiguous" language had been 
“mutually and explicitly rescinded" 
by both sides and that “as far as I 
know, there are no differences of 
opinion between the committee and 
the White House on the matter of 
previous correspondence." 

Boren also said he has invited 
President Bush to submit the White 
House’s own new interpretation of 
the 1976 ban, adding “it should be 
made clear that no such common 
interpretation has yet been reached. 

“We have merely cleared up am- 
biguities in past correspondence," 
he said. 

White House pressure to rescind 
the language mounted after the abor- 
tive Panama coup early this month. 
The president seized upon the crit- 
icism that arose over U.S. inaction 
during the events there to begin 
pressing for more presidential lee- 
way to intervene in such crises. 



• . . asks White House interpretation 

Bush did this despite the absence 
of any evidence the CIA had been 
constrained in its behavior during 
the coup, and the president used 
tactics to pressure the Senate com- 
mittee that infuriated Boren. 

On Oct. 17, Bush read excerpts 
from a highly classified committee 
letter to a group of Republican sen- 
ators and suggested that the guide- 
lines, agreed to during the Reagan 
administration, were so stringent 
that the United States would have 
to notify Panama leader Gen. Man- 


uel Antonio Noriega of a pending 
coup if his life were in danger. 

After this became known last 
weekend, Boren charged that 
Bush's action came close to “a vi- 
olation of law" and “violates the 
trust" between the White House 
and Congress. 

The executive order in question 
was issued by President Ford in 
February 1976 and states that “no 
employee of the United States gov- 
ernment shall engage in, or con- 
spire to engage in, political assas- 
sination." The same ruling was re- 
affirmed by President Reagan in 
1981 and broadened to include even 
indirect participation by barring any 
U.S. intelligence agency from re- 
questing “any person" to undertake 
activities forbidden by the order. 

Yesterday, Boren insisted in his 
statement that the so-called “am- 
biguities" surrounding past inter- 
pretations of the assassination ban 
“had no effect on the U.S. reaction 
to the recent Panamanian coup at- 
tempt and were not relevant in that 
situation." 

But he said he believed it was in 
the national interest for the future 
that the committee and White 
House work together to develop “a 
common and clear understanding of 
the executive order." 

“Of course, the executive order 
itself remains in force and has not 
been changed by the president," he 
added. 








